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that young people who study and do well will
do better in the future.

Today I want to say that later this year I
intend to convene a group of business leaders
specifically to discuss ways that they can con-
tribute to raising student performance across our
country. Universities can also help by strength-
ening their programs in math and science teach-
ing so that more students will consider teaching
as a career, and so that our newest teachers
will be better prepared than ever for the class-
rooms of the 21st century.

Finally, we need help from our parents, who
should encourage and insist on teachers and stu-
dents who do their best. I think it is profoundly
important that parents keep up not only with
the progress of their children in the courses
they’re taking but also in whether they’re taking
the right courses.

If we all do our part, I’m convinced this is
a challenge that we can clearly meet.

Secretary Riley.

[At this point, Secretary of Education Richard
W. Riley and William Schmidt, national research
coordinator, Third International Math and
Science Study (TIMSS), made brief remarks.]

Deposition in Paula Jones Civil Lawsuit
Q. Mr. President, Kathleen Willey says that

you made unwanted sexual advances toward her,
and that directly contradicts your testimony. You
can’t both be telling the truth, can you?

The President. Well, I don’t know what she
said, because I didn’t see the interview last
night. But I can tell you this: Ever since this
story came out months ago—and as you know,
the story has been in three different incarna-

tions—I have said that nothing improper hap-
pened. I told the truth then. I told the truth
in the deposition.

I am mystified and disappointed by this turn
of events. But it’s been out there for several
months, as well as conflicting stories from peo-
ple who have discussed it with her. You’ll have
to find the answer to that riddle somewhere
else. But I can just tell you that I have done
everything I could do to clarify the situation.
I have a very clear memory of the meeting,
and I told the truth.

Q. Mr. President, do you stand by your full
deposition—[inaudible]—in the Paula Jones
case? And should that serve as your explanation
to the American people of what went on—[in-
audible]?

The President. I certainly stand by the deposi-
tion.

Q. Will you make a further explanation to
the American people, as you suggested you
would when this story first broke?

The President. Well, I did suggest that, but
that was before the deposition was illegally re-
leased, and it basically states my position.
Whether and what else will be said I think is
something that we’ll have to deal with in the
future, depending on how circumstances unfold.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. in the
Media Center at Springbrook High School. In his
remarks, he referred to Kathleen E. Willey,
former White House volunteer who gave testi-
mony in both the Paula Jones civil lawsuit and
Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr’s investiga-
tion, and who was interviewed on the CBS News
program ‘‘60 Minutes’’ on March 15.

Remarks at Springbrook High School in Silver Spring
March 16, 1998

Thank you very much. Mr. Durso, thank you
for welcoming me here to Springbrook. Sec-
retary Riley, thank you for bringing me along.
I want to introduce the Secretary of Education,
Dick Riley; the Secretary of Energy, Federico
Peña. I thank Governor Glendening and Senator
Sarbanes and Congressman Wynn and the Mary-
land State superintendent, Nancy Grasmick;
your president of the school board, Nancy King,

and all the other people from Maryland who
have made us feel so welcome; the Governor
of West Virginia, Governor Underwood; and the
mayor of Los Angeles, Mayor Riordan; and
other people who were on our panel are over
there. I’d like for all the people who came from
all over America to be with us to stand up—
Rudy Crew, the superintendent of New York;
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many other leaders there. Thank you all very
much, Bob Moses and the others.

Those people came from all over America
today to your school to discuss one very impor-
tant thing for your future: How can we improve
the learning of American students in math and
science on the edge of a new century and a
new millennium, where so much of the public
welfare and so much of people’s individual lives
will be determined by whether they understand
and can use and apply math and science? And
I think you ought to give them a hand for doing
that. [Applause]

Now, you may know all this, but I want to
give you a few facts to try to demonstrate to
you why whether you know anything about math
and science, no matter what you do with your
life, is likely to make a big difference. For exam-
ple, in 1993, when I became President, and
all of you were in an earlier grade—[laughter]—
in 1993, now, just 5 years ago, there were only
50—50 sites on the Web, on the World Wide
Web—50, total. Today, millions of Americans
and millions of organizations have webpages, up
from 50 in 1993. The White House has one.
Your school newspaper has one. My cat has
one! [Laughter] One and a half million new
pages are created every day; 65,000 every hour.

Today, every one of you is just a click of
a mouse away from some of the finest libraries
in the world. And someday before long, you’ll
be able to reach every book, every symphony,
every painting ever created, through the Web.

I know that Bill Nye talked to you about
science in ways that were probably infinitely
more entertaining than anything I could say,
but I’d like to say a couple of serious things
to you. Our scientists are on the verge of making
dramatic breakthroughs in the treatment of can-
cer, spinal cord injury, other serious diseases.
We have just had a rover on Mars. We’re about
to put an international space station in the sky
the size of three football fields for, in effect,
permanent human residence in space.

In the 1980’s, it took 9 years for scientists
to identify the gene that causes cystic fibrosis.
Last year, because of improvements in genetic
research, it took 9 days to identify the gene
that causes Parkinson’s disease. We’re on our
way to developing gene chips that will help us
prevent illnesses in people even before they
happen. A lot of you young people here today,
by the time you have your first child and you
bring your baby home from the hospital, you

will actually be able to have a genetic map
which will tell you what your child’s genetic
strengths are, and weaknesses, what the likely
problems your child could have are, what kind
of diet your child should follow, what kind of
regime you should follow to guarantee your
child has the healthiest possible future.

Now, I guess what I’m trying to say is some-
thing you doubtless already know, but science
and technology and mathematics are profoundly
important to the way we live. But they will
be even more important to the way you live,
you work, you relate to other people, you relate
to people all the way around the world.

Now, I know here that preparing for that
kind of future is a priority. You have more com-
puters, more students taking computer science
than any other school in the county. Congratula-
tions. I hope more students around the country
will follow your lead. I hope more of you will
go on to college. And if you haven’t thought
of it, I hope you will decide to do it.

I have worked very hard to make sure that
when we start this new century, the first 2 years
of college will be as universal as a high school
education has been in the latter half of the
20th century. Why? Because we know from all
of our census data that young people who have
at least 2 years of college education are likely
to get a good job with a growing income. Young
people who don’t are likely not to get a good
job with a growing income. And we know that
more and more people have to be able not
just to know facts but to understand how to
use them, how to solve problems, how to think
creatively.

That’s why we’ve provided now a HOPE
scholarship, a $1,500 tax credit, a reduction to
help pay for tuition for the first 2 years of col-
lege, and tax credits for the junior year and
senior year and graduate school as well. This
is important. We’ve also simplified the student
loan program; made interest tax deductible on
student loans if your families or you can save
money in an IRA and withdraw it to pay for
a college education without having to pay any
tax on it; we’ve increased the number of Pell
grants and the number of work-study slots; and
provided for more positions in AmeriCorps for
people to earn money to go to college by doing
community service. All of this is designed not
only to help you individually but to make your
country stronger, because we will need higher
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levels of education among all our young people
in the new century.

Every one of you—and I wanted to be able
to look at every young person in America dead
in the eye and say, I don’t care what your fam-
ily’s income is, I don’t care what your racial
or ethnic background is, I don’t care how many
struggles you’ve had to overcome, you will be
able to afford to go to college because we have
created a system which makes it possible for
you.

Now, here’s the problem that we face today.
Here’s why all of these people came here. Not
everybody in America has access to the same
level of science and math and technology oppor-
tunities you do. And not everybody in Amer-
ica—and I’ll bet you not even everybody in this
school who should be taking these courses—
is taking them. And that has given us a huge
national headache.

Earlier this month, we learned that in the
Third International Math and Science test,
which compares performance of American stu-
dents with students around the world, that our
seniors ranked near the bottom, ahead of only
2 other countries out of 21, in math and science
performance. Now, by contrast, we ranked right
at the top in math and science performance
at the fourth grade—right at the top. We ranked
second in math and tied for second in science.
By the eighth grade, we drop to about the mid-
dle of the pack. By the 12th grade, we’re ahead
of only two other countries.

This country is still the science and mathe-
matics and technology and research capital of
the world. But how long can we go on doing
that when we need this knowledge to be more
widely shared, and we know that only a few
people have it? That is the challenge. So I say
to you, it’s not just important for you to know
more math and science personally; it’s important
for your country and your future that people
like you all over this country know more as
well.

So what are we going to do about it? Listen
to this: half of all college-bound seniors in
America—forget about the people not going to
college—half of all the people that are going
to college have not taken physics or trigo-
nometry. Three-quarters have not taken calculus.
Students around the world have to take these
courses to get out of high school, in country
after country after country. So I say to you,
whether you have to or not, you should take

trig; you should take calculus; and you should
take physics. No matter what you do for the
rest of your life, it will help you, and you should
take them.

Now, let me also say that we have some
things to do. We have to make sure that all
of our teachers have the chance to be properly
trained. Let’s face it—you know, there are al-
most 400,000 openings right now in America
in computer science. The average entry-level sal-
ary is $48,000 a year. That ought to get you
interested in taking them in college. [Laughter]
The average teacher’s salary in America—for all
teachers, including those that have been teach-
ing 30 years—the average salary is well below
$48,000 a year, what a 22-year-old or a 23-
year-old person can earn coming out of college
with this kind of background.

So I want to say something else to you. You’ve
got a good teacher, and you know your teacher
is doing this. I’ve just told you that your teacher
could leave, walk out tomorrow, and go make
$50,000 doing something else. You ought to
thank your teachers for being here and edu-
cating you and supporting you.

And I’ll tell you what we’re going to try to
do. We are going to do our best to make sure
that schools and school districts and States have
the resources to train teachers properly. We’re
going to challenge all the States to require that
the teachers who are teaching courses have real
adequate academic preparation in the courses
they’re teaching. I’m going to urge more and
more States and school districts to require you
to take more math and science, just to get out
of high school in the first place.

But before all that happens—well, you’re sen-
iors, it’s too late—I don’t mean we’re going to
impose something on you. I don’t mean you
have to stay. But you think about this. You think
about this: if you have a little brother or a
little sister in the ninth grade or the eighth
grade or the seventh grade or the sixth grade,
wouldn’t you like to know that when your broth-
er or sister gets out of high school if they want
to go to college, they can? And wouldn’t you
like to know that everybody who gets out of
high school 6 years from now will be able to
compete with every body else in the world when
they get out of high school 6 years from now?
Isn’t this something we owe each other, to make
every succeeding year better and better and bet-
ter?
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So I say this, even though—if you’re a senior
and you think, ‘‘Oh, my goodness, I’m so glad
that Bill Clinton didn’t come to my school and
give this speech 5 years ago—[laughter]—be-
cause they might have changed the rules and
made me take all these courses,’’ even if you
think that, you should want your brothers and
sisters coming up behind you to take all these
courses, because it will be better for our country
and for your future if we do it.

I’ve been told that the motto of this school
is, ‘‘We expect; we believe; we achieve.’’ Well,
when I look at you, and I think of where we’re
going in math and science, I expect America
to lead the way. I believe in you to be on
the forefront of that. It’s up to you to achieve.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in the
auditorium. In his remarks, he referred to Michael
A. Durso, principal, Springbrook High School;
Gov. Parris N. Glendening of Maryland; Nancy
S. Grasmick, Maryland State superintendent of
schools; Nancy J. King, president, Montgomery
County Board of Education; Gov. Cecil H. Under-
wood of West Virginia; Mayor Richard Riordan
of Los Angeles; Rudy Crew, chancellor, New York
City public schools; Robert Moses, director, the
Algebra Project; and William S. (Bill) Nye, host
of the PBS children’s television program ‘‘The
Science Guy.’’

Statement on Proposed Tobacco Legislation
March 16, 1998

I congratulate the public health and tobacco
producer communities for working together to
promote bipartisan, comprehensive tobacco leg-
islation that dramatically reduces youth smoking
and protects American farmers and their com-
munities. I am firmly committed to protecting
farmers and their communities and have made

this commitment one of the five key elements
that I will insist upon before signing tobacco
legislation. I hope you will continue your efforts
to expand your coalition and to enact com-
prehensive tobacco legislation this year that pro-
tects our Nation’s children.

Statement on the Death of Dr. Benjamin Spock
March 16, 1998

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Dr. Benjamin Spock. For half
a century, Dr. Spock guided parents across the
country and around the world in their most im-
portant job—raising their children. As a pediatri-
cian, writer, and teacher, Dr. Spock offered sage
advice and gentle support to generations of fam-

ilies, and he taught all of us the importance
of respecting children. He was a tireless advo-
cate, devoting himself to the cause of improving
the lives of children. Our thoughts and prayers
are with his family.
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